© further. The sounds vary in character in different 
® horses which have all been known to be affected for 
S years. A horse may ‘“‘ whistle” in 1900 and do the 
® same in 1908. Another may become in a few weeks a 


s No one can describe any variations of sound which in- 


} abnormal sound during a light gallop but emit an 


Shard day’s hunting with no evidence of unsound 


= mal is in the same condition and submitted to the 


_ he discovered a certain condition is likely to be 
| *ccepted as positive, whilst that of the man who 
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XV. 


INTERMITTENT Roarine. 


The correspondence which has recently taken place 
on “Roaring” does not carry the subject much 


perfect ‘‘ bull ” and remain so for the rest of his life. 


dicate the duration of the abnormality. The quality 
of the sound is no criterion of the length of time roar- 
ing has existed, nor does it mark with certainty the 
amount of structural change which has taken place 
in the larynx. 

One very interesting and important point is re- 
ferred to this week by Mr. Graham Gillam—‘‘ What 
is intermittent roaring’’? It seems easy to reply— 
roaring which is not heard at one time but is 
readily detected atanother. This definition is hardly 
correct, because one man may fail to hear what 
another easily recognises. A horse may give out no 


unmistakable roar or whistle when pressed, and 
there are strange cases reported of horses doing a 


wind that whistle at a trot on the way home after- 
wards 

Before one can say that. a horse is an “ intermit- 
tent roarer” it is necessary to be sure that the ani- 


same test on each occasion of his trial. To be quite 
sure, the examination should be conducted by the 
same person when the decisions are arrived at—one 
day that it is a roarer and another day that it is not. 

tter still would it be if on each occasion two pro- 
fessional men were present and came to the same 
conclusion. Quite honestly two thorough experts 
red disagree about ‘“ whistling,” and because one 
= to detect the sound on, say, Monday, whilst the 
ls convinced*¥of its existence on Wednesday, 
ve must not conclude that the condition is intermit- 

nt. Ina law court the evidence of the man who 


oe he did not discover it may be considered as 
egative. It does not follow, however. that the 
the nd is right. ‘ Whistling” varies in degree from 
ery slightest whisper, and a man may think he 

does not exist. 
the ad “intermittent roaring ”’ is an occurrence in 
vel . we know, but it is, we think, extremely 
pheervation .case which came under our personal 
oie n 18 worth noting, as it fulfilled every re- 
ent to establish its real nature. It is our only 


A brown mare was purchased at Tattersall’s with 
a description ‘‘ good hunter.’”’ The purchaser was 
told that this was a warranty for wind, and that a 
good trial should be given before the time allowed 
for returning elapsed. He replied that ke should 
ride the mare every day, and was satisfied that he 
could detect any roaring. His veterinary surgeon 
has always been pleased that he accepted the task. 
On the fourth day after purchase the buyer returned 
from his morning ride in consternation to say the 
mare roared at a trot. It was arranged that next 
morning the V.S. should join him in his ride. On 
reaching the park they had a smart gallop, but with 
no evidence of unsoundness. They changed horses, 
and the professional man pushed the mare to her ut- 
most (pace the police) without effect. Next morning 
the ride was repeated without the detection of an 
abnormal sound. The third morning as soon as the 
park was reached an easy canter brought out most 
definite sounds of roaring. The rides were continued 
for some days, as a rule without a sound, but every 
few days at uncertain intervals the roaring recurred, 
This case occurred in an animal apparently sound 
and healthy. It occurred in the same place and in 
the hands of thesamemen. Itrecurred two or three 
times under conditions precisely the same as on the 
days when no sound could be produced by prolonged 
and violent exertion. 

This case establishes beyond a doubt that inter- 

mittent roaring is a condition we must acknowledge. 
The only defect in the case as a clinical study is that 
no post-mortem examination was made to show the 
cause of the abnormal .sound. The noise was not 
spasmodic, nor did it differ—when in evidence—from 
the ordinary every day cases. There was no nasal 
obstruction, and no pharyngeal mischief could be 
felt on manual exploration. Of course it is possible 
that some existed, which was not detected when 
looked for. 
Although intermittent roaring suggests that the 
cause is probably some tumour which by change of 
its position interferes with the larynx at one time 
and not at another, we must not overlook the possi- 
bility of other and less evident causes. We do not yet 
know the primary nerve injury which causes atrophy 
of the laryngeal muscles, and our knowledge might 
be increased if a careful post-mortem or two could be 
obtained of horses suffering from intermittent roar- 
ing. Very little is to be found on the subject in 
books. Williams, Robertson, and Law dispose of 
the subject with a mere mention in a paragraph. 
Law wisely says—‘ On this subject more informa- 
tion is desirable,’ and we write this note with the 
hope that some of our readers may be able and will- 
ing to give their experience. 


©xPerience of such a case. 
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INTERMITTENT ROARING. 


The issue between Messrs. Mayall and Pollock 
seems to have aroused a great deal of interest. It 
seems to be not so much the question of the horse 
being a roarer hut how far is a practitioner justified 
in expressing an opinion as to the age of the disease ? 

Personally, I cannot see how this is possible, but 
on this subject of ‘roaring or whistling ’’ another 
question arises, and this is my chief reason for 
writing. Is it a common or uncommon occurrence 
for a horse to be an intermittent roarer? i.e., roar 
one day and not another. Two cases in point, in a 
somewhat short experience, have come directly 
under my notice. 

Case I.—Was asked to examine a valuable brood 
mare. A day or so prior to examination a layman 
gave me the gratuitous information that the mare 
was aroarer. Without actually believing the man I 
was naturally on my guard at the examination. A 
careful, and I may say very careful, examination 
failed to detect any roaring or even high blowing. 
So as she was sound in other resp2cts, I wrote a 
certificate of soundness. She was sold and subse- 
quently shown at several shows; at some the 
officiating veterinary surgeons cast her for roaring 
and at others she passed sound. 

Query—Did | make a mistake at the examination, 
or did she make a noise on some days and not on 
others ? 

Case II.—At the examination of a hunter I found 
the animal in question (a young mare) slightly 
lame. AsI thought she was sound in all other re- 
spects and as my client was very anxious to purchase, 
I suggested examination in a week’s time, trusting 
that the lameness (which I attributed to a bruised 
foot) would have then passed off. This he agreed 
to, and I further suggested that the examination 
should be made by another practitioner, as the seller 
— very ruffled at my not passing her there and 

en. 

A week later, in my presence, she was examined 
by a neighbouring practitioner. By this time there 
was no lameness whatever. But to my disgust the 
other veterinary surgeon found her a whistler. There 
was not the slightest doubt about it, I could hear it 
plainly for myself. My client being a fair and 
reasonable sort of man did not accuse me of a care- 
less previous examination, as he was there himself 
and being an experienced horseman, said that | gave 
the mare a good test. Anyhow, he liked the mare 
so much that he bought her in spite of the whistling. 

The next day he rode her and told me that he 
couldn’t get her to make a noise, and asked me to re- 
examine her wind. Idid so, and after trying her in 
different bits, bridles, with different riders, and at 
different paces failed to get her to make any noise. 
I examined her again a fortnight later when she 
made a slight noise. After keeping her about three 
months, during which time she whistled on two or 
three occasions, he sold her, open to veterinary in- 
spection. I donot know if she was examined on 
arrival at her destination, but my client tells me that 
the purchaser was very pleased with her and made 
no complaint. 


Seeing that the nerve supply of the larynx is 
derived from the pneumo-gastric, is it not just poss. 
ble that in these cases the temporary laryngeal 
derangement was due to reflex irritability arising 
from digestive disorders ? 

The opinions and experiences of other practitioners 
would be both instructive and interesting. 

W. Granam Gittam, M.R.C.V.S. 

Minehead, Somerset. 


AZOTURIA—HASMOGLOBINURIA. 


I have read with much interest the discussions on 
this peculiar disease contained in recent issues of 
The Veterinary Record. I have neither the time nor 
the inclination—a better word perhaps ability—t 
contribute a lengthy paper on the subject, and my 
only excuse for trespassing on your valuable space is 
because of the scant reference to the use of diuretic 
medicine in the treatment of the disease. 

From the coffee coloured urine we can only gather 
that the kidneys play a rather active part in elimins 
ting poison from the blood, and it must follow that 
the sooner the system is cleared of this noxious 
poison the patient has a better chance of recovery. 
As the kidneys respond much quicker to the action of 
diuretics than the bowels to purgatives it seems to me 
that we should invoke the aid of the kidneys as far 
as we possibly can, and with this in view it beboves 
us to make a free use of diuretic medicine. 

At any rate, whether or no I am right, I perso- 
ally never hesitate to resort at once to the use dl 
diuretics in treating the disease, and when | say si 
once it has been my experience that if the case 1s seél 
quickly and the subject can be kept on his or bet 
legs until a free diuresis is established the chances of 
recovery are great. Once the animal goes down 
have no great fancy for the case. 


Turee Cases 1N Point. 


I. Grey cart mare. The weather was frosty and 
the horses on the farm idle. The animal in questio® 
was turned out loose to drink at a water trough 
After partaking of the water the mare bethought 
herself to have a little exercise on her own accoull, 
and began galloping up and down in front of the farm 
buildings in a very frolicsome and frivolous m0 
when all at once the animal got stiff, sweated, blow- 
ed, and could hardly move her hind limbs. 1 
her very soon, as I was close at hand, and diagao® 
azoturia. I administered two ounces of pot. nll. ; 
about a pint of water, and with the aid of two ° 
three men managed to keep the mare from golng ver 
In a short time the animal staled a quantity of one 
almost black, after which she gradually cooled do 
and her further recovery was uneventful. le for 

II.—Roan van mare. Had been in stable 
about a week. Was taken stiff near my surg A 
diagnosed azoturia without a doubt, and neo 
culty got her into a luose-box. I left two =n bs 
charge of the animal—one on either side to M9" 
stand, she wanted to go down—whilst ae sits 
surgery, administered three ounces spts. ®" 
one ounce pot. nit. in water. Result very ™¥ 
as case I. 
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I]!.—Black milk-cart mare. Had been in stable 
for some days and was taken ill near my house. 
Treated the animal same as No. II. All three cases 
made rapid recoveries. 

lt might be said, Were the cases azoturia at all ? 
The symptoms were the same in all three, viz., stiff- 
ness (hardly could get them along) sweating pro- 
fusely, quiet pulse, breathing rapidly, anxious expres- 
sion of face, and the typical coffee-coloured urine. 

I pass the catheter in some cases, but don’t attach 
much importance to it, as the bladder once filled will 
soon empty itself, more especially if the animal can 


-be kept from going down. I attach the greatest 


importance to raising the kidneys to as active a state 

as possible, and use diuretics freely to gain that end, 

giving large doses, and in some cases repeating. 
After the acute symptoms have disappeared I advise 

a purge, after which gentle exercise, increasing in 

extent, and then into work—not too heavy at first. 

Cuas. A. Squair. 

Reigate, Surrey, 7th Jan. 


PINK-EYE AND ITS TRANSMISSION TO 
BROOD-MARES BY APPARENTLY HEALTHY 
STALLIONS. 


By H. Cautron Reexs, F.R.C.V.S., Spalding. 


In the report of the discussion on the very ex- 
cellent paper delivered by Mr. Reginald Over before 
the Midland Counties Veterinary Medical Association 
some of the members, apparently through insufficient 
acquaintance with the subject, appear to be labouring 
under misapprehensions regarding what are real 
facts. Perhaps a few lines relating actual occurences 
will remove them. 

When previously writing on this subject I have 


| confined myself to the simple statement that the 


disease was so transmitted by the act of coition. Mr. 
Over goes a step further and suggests that the virus 
18 In the semen. Though without demonstrable 
Proof, that is a theory which will take a lot of dis- 
Proving, though it seems to have been made by some 
‘ those present at the meeting a peg upon which to 
ang their doubts concerning proved points in the 
character of the disease. 
an gentleman says, ‘I was rather struck by the 
. ment of the essayist that all the mares served by 
ang stallion in a certain district developed 
itr lsease of pink-eye, and no other mares in the 
of it let “phe by other stallions showed any symptoms 
nb Gate pink-eye broke out in a particular district, 
what cause, those other mares were 
eetee y fortunate if they did not catch it from the 
and if it _ It was most contagious disease, 
ne out in a district, from whatever cause, 
a, ew in that district that escaped.” 
far fetched remarks, “It appeared to him a rather 
to as a positive fact that 
apaDdie snk. 
intercourse with opagating pink-eye by 
followin essayist did not mention or make clear the 
here © Polnts, it will be well to repeat them again 


The disease in question rapidly spreads from an in- 
fected mare to other mares or geldings in the same 
stable. The fact that these other mares have 
or have not, been served by another stallion has no 
great bearing on the case. The disease, if once 
introduced into a stable, if only by one mare, rapidly 
infects all other horses in close contact. Even where 
isolation is attempted, if there be constant passing 
to and fro of attendants from infected to isolated 
animals, infection is still possible. 


disease under discussion and pink-eye as the majority 
of veterinary surgeons know it. It remains, if due 
precautions are taken, confined to the farm on which 
it breaks out. It does not indiscriminately invade a 
whole district or districts. If any one feels disposed 
to argue that the disease described by Mr. Over is 
not pink-eye, this comparative inactivity of its con- 
tagium is the strongest evidence in his favour. Be- 
yond it he has little to aid him. Inall other respects, 
in the period of incubation, in the debilitating 
character of the attack, and in the whole of the 
symptoms, from the most prominent among them to 
the least trivial, it closely resembles the pink-eye 
that appears to spread with hardly any history of 
contagion. That is to say it resembles pink-eye as 
we commonly know it. 

So close does the resemblance run, save the one 
minor point I have mentioned, that one is justified 
in attributing to the disease the same cause, and 
stating definitely that it 7s pink-eye. Granted that 
it is, then the question as to whether or no it can be 
transmitted by the act of coition can be immediately 
settled by a mere relation of facts ; and the statement 
that ‘it is a far-fetched idea that stallions propagate 
pink-eye by sexual intercourse with mares” is at 
once disproved by the very history of the cases them- 
selves. I thought I had made that clear in former 
articles. It appears I have not, or that the point of 
those articles has been missed. 

These are the facts, and they speak for themselves. 


(1) Given < stallion known to be infective you can 
follow in his wake and put your finger with 
certainty on the particular animal he has served 
as the first that will drop with the disease in 
that stable. 

(2) That there are no outbreaks of any description 
anywhere in this stallion’s immediate neigh- 
bourhood until the moment he commences 
service. 

(3) That, though he may have spread the disease far 
and wide in one year, it shows no reappearance 
in that particular district until that same stallion 
again commences service. 

(4) That, should that particular stallion be laid by 
during the season, outbreaks in his district im- 
mediately subside and show no signs of recru- 
descence so long as the stallion is resting. 

(5) That the disease always breaks out at a recog- 
nized and fixed time (the exact period of incuba- 

l tion of pink eye) after coition. 

(6) That the stallion is in no way, and at uo time, 
infective to other animals—stallions, geldings, 
or even mares—when boxed alongside of them : 
that boxes he has recently (within 12 hours) 


There is this minor point of difference between the 
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occupied contain no contagium that will affect 
other animals of either sex turned into them. 

(7) That on those farms where service has taken 
place, if the mare served has fortunately failed 
to contract the disease, no others have fallen, 
though the stallion may have been in close con- 
tact with other horses, even to the extent of 
trying’ mares. 

Surely no proof beyond that contained in the above 
paragraphs is necessary to show that the act of 
coition must, in some way, be held responsible for 
the outbreaks. In justice, therefore, to those who 
have chronicled these observations, those who have 
not encountered outbreaks of this nature should be 
careful in expressing negative opinions thereon. 

Pink eye or no pink eye the fact remairs that the 
disease is spread by sexual intercourse during the 
season of service. The fact also remains that the 
disease, whatever its cause and whatever its name, is 
productive of much worry and loss to owners of 
brood mares. Where these brood mares are valuable 
pedigree stock, and important items in a well-known 
stud, the loss sustained becomes enormous. ‘These 
facts cannot be too strongly insisted on or made too 
widely known. It may be that a veterinary surgeon 
will be requested to give an opinion concerning the 
advisability or otherwise of admitting a stallion so 
infected into a new district. Shonld ignorance of 
these matters, or a halting belief in their correctuess, 
influence him in giving an affirmative answer when 
so consulted, he may do his clients a serious injury 
and his reputation an incalculable amount of harm. 


A CASE OF SPASM OF THE DIAPHRAGM. 


By Henry Taytor, M.R.C.V.S., 
New Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 


The subject was a pure bred Hackney brood mare 
which last month became affected with spasm of the 
diaphragm whilst under treatment for another affec- 
tion. For two or three days this mare had been 
suffering from a very severe attack of gastro-enteritis 
caused by eating wet mouldy hay. This hay was 
hardly fit for bedding, much less for food, and the 
other horses practically refused to eat it, but she, 
being a ravenous greedy feeder, consumed a quantity 
of it. Upon visiting her one evening about 10 p.m., 
accompanied by a gentleman from class D, I found 
her lying down, depressed, and in a condition of sub- 
acute pain. Her pulse was very weak, about 65 or 
70 per minute, and the temperature about 103. Every 
two or three minutes she passed small quantities of 
liquid faces which possessed an abominable odour. 
After some little time we made her get up, and then 
in a few minutes spasm of the diaphragm came on. 
The thumping sound could be heard some distance 
away and the whole body was shaken. The impulse 
due to the muscular contractions of the diaphraym 
was best felt by placing the hand about half way up 
the last rib but one on the left or near side. IT asked 
the gentleman who accompanied me to listen to the 
heart beats whilst I kept my hand over the above 
mentioned rib. The thumping sound to some extent 


marked the sound of the heart beats, but we made [ee 
out that the thumping sound was synchronous with 7 

the beating of the heart, these sounds were therefore 
at the rate of about 65 per minute. The respirations 
were quickened, but nothing like that number per 
minute. 

As medicine the animal received some spirits of 
nitrous ether and some tincture of opium. Next 
morning when seen by Principal Williams about 9.30 
the spasm had passed away. The mare eventually 
also recovered from the gastro-enteritis. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


ELepuantiasis A Cott.—By Scuiinuorr, of Clenze, 
Veterinary Surgeon. 


In No. 37 of this publication Schrader, of Bran- 
devburg, gives an account of a case of elephantiasis 
with an illustration. This interested me on account 
of the conjecture as to the time a new formation 
needs for its growth. 

On February 21st, 1897, a colt about two years 
old, and in moderately good condition, was brought 
for treatment. He was stated to have had a wound 
about the middle of the right metatarsus in January, 
through his leg being caught in the door of the 
stable The new growth that had resulted troubled i. 
the animal in his gait, and had been treated homeo- 
pathically by the owner by the exhibition of arnica, 
internally and externally. 


Ge, 


On February 21st, 1897, I removed the new growth 
by operation: ' This weighed 27 pounds. The si 
face of the wound was brushed over with wood “ 
and oil, and on the 27th of March, the first or 
saw it after operating, it looked well. This was 
weeks after the operation. Granulation was 00! 

I instructed the owner that as soon as he — 
a return of the objectionable growth he should let 
know in order that I might immediately use - not 
iron. The owner, however, was pig-headed a0 20° 
considering this necessary returned to his hom 
pathic treatment. When I accidentally 
patient again on the 29th of July the grow 
peared as represented in the accompany!ng 
tion. The colt was immediately killed. broad, 

The growth was about 1} ft. long, ~ net 
} ft. thick, and 14 ft. in circumference. 
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weight was 64 pounds. Four months was the period 
of time in which it had grown. 

I sent the specimen to Professor Schiitz and he 
kindly informed me that it was elephantiasis ara- 
bum.—Ex. Berliner Thiertirzt. Wooh. 


Ropal College ot 


Veterinary Surgeons. 
(Concluded from p. 459). 


REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE AND Sus. 
Finance CoMMITTEE. 


Mr. TricGEeR, as Chairman, read the following report 
of a Sub-Finance Committee meeting re returned voting 
papers, held on Jan. 9, 1903. The Committee reported 
that having complied with the College requirements 
under Section 4, Sub-section 5 of the Veterinary Sur- 
geons Act, of sending out a notice and a registered letter 
to those whose voting papers had been returned marked 
“gone,” “left no address,” etc., it had had the desired 
effect of correcting the addresses of 14 members, but 
some 60 were again returned through the Post Office 
marked as before. The Committee therefore recom 
mended that the names be taken off the Register in 
compliance. 

Mr. Trigger also read the following report of the 
Finance Committee meeting held on Jan. 9th, 1903 :--- 
_ Letters from Mr. Trigger and the Solicitor were read 
in regard to counsels’ fees, and the Committee recom- 
mended “That in consequence of the advanced fee now 
demanded by the standing counsel of the College the 
matter be referred tc the Finance Committee fur con- 
sideration and report. In regard to the amount 7 Pin- 
son Case the Committee recommended that £25 be paid 
in full settlement, but that it be not considered as a 
precedent. 

The Committee recommended that the best thanks of 
be Council be given tc the Principals of the Colleges 

or the facilities granted at the recent examination, the 

mmittee specially recognising the courtesy of Prof. 

ettam in permitting some of his students to be ex- 
amined in Scotland. 
€ vouchers and receipts for payment during the 
ing quarter were examined and found correct. 

h € quarterly statement of the Treasurer was sub- 
mitted, and the Committee recommended that the 
ag liabilities should be discharged and cheques 
a. moved that the report be received and the recom- 
: bdations of the Sub-committee in regard to striking 

ames off the Register be carried out. 

MC Loc seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 
Bef HATCHER ; With regard to the Pinson Case 
met with recommendation, which I understand has 

ith Mr. Hill’s (the solicitor’s) approval, is twenty- 

in a, but of course my recommendation does not 
in the least. The figure that Mr. Trigger 
ome £25. Mr. Hill’s (the solicitor’s, bill was £45 
neil Suggested to him that he should meet the 
through _ it, and he suggested thirty guineas. I went 
and suggested twenty-five guineas to 
catina +h e has accepted, subject, of course, to ratifi- 
Council. There is only 25s. difference. 
Couneil : if : The matter is in the hands of the 
ey may do a choose to make it twenty-five guineas 
r, 
to nan : I propose that the minutes be amended 
» Sulneas being substituted for pounds. 


Mr. Lawson seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 


Prof. PENBERTHY : I shculd like to ask, merely as a 
matter of information, why it is that the Finance Com- 
mittee suggest that thanks should be conveyed to the 
authorities of the Colleges. That strikes me as very 
peculiar as coming from the Finance Committee. 

Mr. TriGGER: The Finance Committee have to pay 
the costs. We found that it was specially mentioned 
that the Principal of the College at Camden Town had 
placed great facilities at our disposal. The Committee 
thought the thing had been done on very reasonable 
terms, and the Committee were therefore very much in- 
debted to the Principals of the Colleges for the facilities 
they had placed at our disposal. I should also like to 
mention the courtesy that we met with at the hands of 
Professor Mettam. Professor Mettam’s action in sending 
the men over from Ireland to he examined saved the 
Council a large sum of money. I beg to move that the 
report be adopted, subjected to the alteration which has 
been already carried. 

Mr. McKrinna seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 

REPORT OF THE REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Srmpson, as Chairman, read the report of the 
meeting of the Registration Committee held on January 
8th, 1903, and moved its adoption. It stated that the 
Treasurer drew attention to a case in which the Regis- 
tration Committee had recommended the costs of the 
Solicitor of the complainant to be paid or provided for, 
and he moved, and it was seconded and carried, “That 
in future no cash payments beyond the ordinary ones 
should be sanctioned by the Council. 

. = Solicitor then reported as to the cases in his 
ands. 

In one case the undertaking had been complied with 
and in another the offender had been prosecuted, an 
tined £5, including costs. 

The Committee then proceeded to further consider 
the cases in connection with the Remount Enquiry. 
Case No. 1176 was an accusation of receiving commis- 
sions from dealers while purchasing horses for the 
Remount Department. The Solicitor reported that he 
had been unable to obtain any direct evidence on the 
subject which would justify the Council in calling the 
member before them, and it was recommended that no 
further proceeding should be taken. 

Case No. 1200 was a charge of purchasing horses ap- 

riated for Government purposes while engaged on the 

emount Commission. The respondent and his solicitor 
appeared, andthe Committee, after hearing the state- 
ments of the College solicitor and the solicitor for the 
respondent, came to the conclusion that the respon- 
dent’s conduct amounted to indiscretion, which the Com- 
mittee regretted. 

In Case No. 1201 the charge arose out of a statemeut 
before the Remount Committee that the respondent 
was dismissed from the Commission for drunkenness. 
The solicitor reported that the result of his enquiries at 
the War Office elicited the fact that after the respon- 
dent had returned from the Commission the War Office 
had appointed him to a high position in Ireland. In 
the face of this the solicitor did not see how any further 
step could be taken, and the Committee endorsed the 
recommendation. 

Case 1202 arose from a statement that the member 
was dismissed for drunkenness. The solicitor reported 
that the respondent was in India, and he was therefore 
unable to obtain his attendance. 

In Case 1203 the gentleman was formerly on the 
Register, but hisname had been removed under Section 
4. The allegation against him was complicity in at- 
tempts to defraud the Government on purchase of re- 
mounts. The solicitor reported that the person not 
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being on the Register there was no jurisdiction, and, 
beyond that, that the proceedings instiguted by the 
Government had collapsed. 5 

The Committee then proceeded to enquire into Case 
No. 1196, the accusation being that before he had ob- 
tained his Fellowship Diploma the member signed a 
certificate using after his name the letters F.R.C.V.S. 
After some discussion the respondent said that it had 
been done inadvertently ; he apologised, and he was 
directed to put hisapology in writing. 

The Committee then proceeded to consider the new 
cases, recommending that cautionary notices should be 
sent in some, and directing that further enquiries should 
be made in others. One case was dismissed, and in 
others they recommended that no proceeding should be 
taken. Onecase they considered was for a Civil Court 
and not for the Council. 

Case No. 1239 was a case of limited company profes- 
sing to carry on business as veterinary surgeons. The 
Committee referred the case to the Solicitor to report 
and advise. 

The Committee considered Case No. 1252, which was 
a charge against a College for soliciting work at reduced 
fees in a letter which appeared in Zhe Field newspaper. 
The Committee considered that the Principal had noth- 
ing to do with it, but suggested that the attention of 
the Governors should be drawn to it, and that advertise- 
ments of veterinary practice should not be published in 
the case of a College where it would not be allowed in 
the case of a private practitioner. 

The Committee considered Cases Nos. !198 and 1255, 
and the Solicitor reported that although he considered 
the cases were bad ones of advertising yet they were so 
near the border line that he could not recommend pro- 
ceedings on his own oe he requested leave 
to lay the case before the standing Counsel, and, after 
discussion, this was adopted as a recommendation to 
Council. 

The Committee recommended the restoration of the 
names of Charles Robert Twist and Walter Grey to the 
Register, which had been removed under Section 4, sub- 
section 5, the requisite evidence in both cases having 
been furnished. 

Mr. Triccer: I donot think the Minutes of the Com- 
mittee are quite correct. My recollection is not that the 
solicitor asked for permission to get the opinion of the 
standing counsel. 

The PrestpENT : Yes, he certainly did. 

Mr. Lawson: He asked permission to lay it before 
counsel and someone immediately made the remark that 
Mr. Thatcher himself was our best counsel. 

Mr. THATCHER (solicitor): This is my note which was 
taken at the moment—“ Case to be submitted to stand- 
ing counsel.” 

r. TRIGGER: But the report of the Finance Com- 
mittee states “ He requested leave to lay the case 
before standing counsel.” Did you ask for permission ? 

Mr. THaTcHeER : Certainly ; I should not doit on my 
own responsibility. 

Prof. PenBertuy : Did + initiate the question ? 

Mr. THATCHER : Certainly I did. 

Mr. Fraser : I remember it quite distinctly. 

The Prestpent : And I remember it distinctly, and 
the remark that was made afterwards. 

Mr. BarReEtT: My recollection is that someone said 
“ Had not we better have the opinion of counsel?” and 
that you, in reply, concurred in it. ; 

Mr. THatcHer : I certainly wished, and do wish, the 
opinion of counsel on the point ; it is a most important 
one. 

Mr. Wrace : I should also like to point out that my 
motion in regard to the cash payments is quite wrong as 
recorded in the minutes. It says in the report that in 
future no cash payments beyond the ordinary ones 
Should be sanctioned by the Council. My motion was 


that all cash payments recommended by the Registra- 
tion Committee should be entered on the minutes, and 
thereby reported to the Council. 

Mr. Barrett : What is meant by ordinary payments! 

Mr. THATCHER: My own accounts. 

Mr. Barrett : It is rather a broad term. : 

After a little discussion it was agreed that the minutes 
should be amended in the following form : “ That in 
future no cash payments beyond the ordinary ones 
should be sanctioned except by the Council, and shall be 
placed on the minutes.” 

On the motion of Mr. Byrne, seconded by Prof. Mel. 
McCall, the minutes as amended were received. 

The PrestpeNT: The report is now open for dis- 
cussion. 

Prof. Soave: In one of the cases, No. 1,200, which 
was before us yesterday, [am under the impression that 
we said that we did not wish to hear the respondent's 
solicitor. I think the report says “ After hearing his 
solicitor.” I think we had better have that altered. 

Mr. Simpson : Was he heard ? 

Prof. SHavE: No, he did not speak to the case at all, 
I think. 

Mr. THatcHER: My remembrance of it was that he 
heard my statement and said that he had nothing toadd 
to it ; he was satisfied with what I said. 

Prof. SHAvE: That is very likely, but we said we did 
not wish to hear what he had to say on the case. We 
said it was not necessary. 

Mr. Lawson: I think it was his desire not to say 
anything after our Solicitor’s opening statement. 

ruf. SHAVE: If you are satisfied, I am. 

Mr. Lawson : I am. 

Prof. SHave: But it is not correctly stated ; he did 
not speak to the case at all. 

The PrestpENT: He spoke ; he said he had heard 
= our Solicitor had to say, and that he was satisfied 
with it. 

Prof. M’FapyEaN: Was not that a statement! 

Prof. Save: It was in a sense. I should like the 
minute to be read again. : / 

Mr. Simpson, after reading the minute, said : If [give 
an opinion on the poe of the matter it is this. 
the Solicitor spoke at all I presume that everyone had 
their ears open. He therefore was heard, and the minute 
is therefore accurately recorded. 

The PrestpENT: He did not plead. 

Prof. M’Fapyzan : I should like to make two obser- 
vations. The first is that the gentleman’s number inour 
list should be substituted in the public report for the 
name of the practitioner mentioned by Prof. Shave. 

The PRESIDENT: Yes. . 

Prof. M’FapyEan : The other matter is this. [t seems 
to me that a principle of some importance Is involved 10 
that recommendation to take the opinion of counsel ¥! 
regard to one of the cases on our list. We heard from 
the Solicitor himself that in his opinion the all 
offence was on the border line of being probably 0 
offence at all. It has always appeared to me that! 
would be wise for this Council in the meantime to leave 
alone the cases that are on the border line, that bye oA 
bye we might tighten our grasp on those who are, 1D vv 
view, not duing exactly right, but that in the meant! 
we ought only to deal with those cases in whic 
offence is absolutely clear. (Hear, hear.) For he 
reason I feel opposed to the recommendation tha 
should take counsel’s opinion. I think it is not a. 
bable that when we come to consider the evidence, & 
if counsel advises us that the case was on the rs 
of the border line, we should, in the end, decide weed 
proceed to the extremity of striking the offenders “i 
off the list. I think another principle that we oy old 
follow with reference to this question is that "e at 
never enter into correspondence with an offender 4 | 
unless in the last resort, that in the case of his pr 
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refractory we are prepared to strike him off the roll. I 
should like to ask the Solicitor whether if counsel, when 
consulted, agrees with him that this case is on the border 
line, but over the line in the sense that it does perhaps 
offend our regulation, the Solicitor would advise us to 
strike his name off the Register, that is, assuming that the 
person in question proves refractory. _ 

Mr. THATCHER : Are you speaking as a general prin- 
ciple? 

Prof. M’FapyEAN : Only as to this particular case. 

Mr. THaTcHER : Yes;this is one of the worst offen- 
ders we have. 

Prof. McFapyEAN: How can a man be a bad offen- 
der when the Council has never proceeded to the step 
which it ought to take in regard to all bad offenders, 


‘and strike them off the Register. What is the distinc- 


tion ? 

Mr. TuHatcHer: I draw the same distinction as I 
should draw between a swindling company promoter, 
who cannot be touched, and the poor wretch who forges 
a bank note. 

Prof. M’FapYEAN : It is alla question of evidence. We 
have always to remember that the Privy Council is com- 
posed of laymen. 

Mr. THaTcHER : No, there is the Judicial Committee. 
Our cases go before the Judicial Committee, and two of 
= eee are the Attorney-General and the Solicitor- 

eneral. 

Prof. M’Fapyean: When I said laymen I meant not 
veterinary surgeons, and in that respect lawyers deserve 
to be called laymen. 

Mr. TuatcHer: I beg your pardon; I was simply 
looking at the outside world, from a Jawyer’s point of 
view. 

Prof. M’FapyEAN: We know some very eminent 
members on the Bench who regard advertising and all 
things of that sort as a perfectly venial offence. If we 
did strike this particular gentleman off the Register | 
think he would probably appeal to the Privy Council, 
and he might be re-instated, which would be a bad thing 
for us. I therefore beg to move that that part of the 
be deleted. 

Mr. Triccer : [| took pretty much this view in Com- 
mittee yesterday and voted against the recommenda 
tion, Tam very much obliged to Prof. M’Fadyean for 
putting the arguments before you on far better grounds 
than I raised yesterday, and far better than I could 
hope todo. I am perfectly with you in taking counsel’s 
opinion when we are going to act, but I maintain, after 
what the Solicitor has said now, that we dare not act in 
this case, even if counsel’s opinion says that we have a 
case, because it would only be counsel’s opinion, which, 

with great respect, with regard to this case I may say 
would not be any better than our solicitor’s, and he told 
us yesterday that it wasa very shadowy case. I have 
not the slightest hesitation in sa ing that we dare not 
- even if counsel’s opinion a> | this was a case where 
ab ign strike the man off the Register. It is 

* “i! certain that the man would go to the Privy 
Pr , and in my opinion we should have struck him 
rib the evidence o _Our own solicitor, upon a very 

aut case. Igo with the Council entirely when we 
barking wh to go upon, but I do not think it is any use 

8 when you have nothing to bite. Asa matter 


_ Of fact we cannot bite, because although we disapprove 


ve rs a of thing we know that it dances along the 
panne 4 we I do not think in this case he has gone 
L do aa _ line, and even if we get counsel’s opinion 
should os. ink we could act upon it. It we did we 
He nd a chance of losing our case and be mulcted 
y expenses. I second the resolution that we do 

€ counsel’s opinion in this case. 
Committen na: As the mover of the resolution in 
ed in thin yeaterday that Counsel should be consult- 
Particular case, I wish to support the minute as 


it stands. I need not detain the Council long, because I 
think the finest argument why we should mA counsel’s 


advice has been offered by Prof. M’Fadyean and Mr. 


Trigger. They have shown to us pretty conclusively 
that there seems to be great doubt as tc whether we 
have any power over this particular offence or not. _ As it 
stands I think that for the sake of the Registration 
Committee we should have it cleared up. It does not 
necessarily follow that we need go on, and I, as a junior 
member of the Council, would like to know exactly 
where we stand as regards this particular offence. 

Prof. McI. McCat: I beg to second that. _ 

Mr. Asson: Without attempting to speak as to the 
goodness or badness of the offence I only wish to say that. 
we have a principle at stake here. So far as regards the 
red herring which we have had drawn before us, of ap- 
peal tothe Privy Council, if our principle is right never 
mind the appeal tothe Privy Council, let those who are 
convicted appeal, and let us defend. 

Prof. M’Fadyean’s resolution, seconded by Mr. Trig- 
ger, that the Committee’s recommendation that Counsel’s 
opinion should be taken should be deleted was then put 
and lost, 7 voting forand 12 against. 

On the motion of Prof. M’Fadyean, seconded by Prof. 
Penberthy, the report as previously amended was then 
adopted. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the following report of the 
Examination Committee held on the 9th January, 1903, 
Prof. Penberthy in the chair. 

The SEcRETARY read the reports of the December 
examinations, the reports from the Chairmen of the 
different sections of the Board of Examiners, the Dele- 
gatrs reports, and also the reports of the Fellowship 
and Walley Memorial examinations, and after very care- 
ful consideration the Committee recommended the fol- 
lowing to the Council : 

(1) That the Secretary be requested to |send to the 
Chairman of each section of the Board a letter drawing 
their attention to bye-law 86 in view of reported irre- 
gularities. : 

(2) That the Fellowship Examiners be informed 
“That in the opinion of the Council the examiners 
should not refuse to examine any thesis submitted for 
examination.” 

(3) That it is undesirable the examiners should either 
coach students or take pupils for a short time with the 
idea of preparing them for examination. 

(4) That it is undesirable for candidates to canvas 
members of Council for an examinership. : 

The list of educational certificates were carefully in- 
spected and all passed. : 

The SecrerTarRy also announced that the following 
letter had been received from Mr. Villar, who was a dele- 
gate at the recent examination :—‘ Harrow-on-the- Hill, 
8th January, 1903. Dear Mr. President,—In accordance 
with your wish [ attended as a delegate at the recent 
examination on one day at the Royal Veterinary College. 
An official complaint was made to me that one examiner 
was submitting questions outside his subject and I then 
conferred with him on the matter. It appeared to me 
that some of the horses used for the Class D. examina- 
tion were not sufficiently unsound for the students to be 
fairly questioned about. I also think it would be of 
immense advantage if a whole recently killed horse could 
be used for testing the students’ skill in operating in- 
stead of the limbs and heads which are now supplied, 
and I think if the Principal of the College approved, it 
could be done without any additional expense.— Yours 
faithfully, Sidney Villar.” 

Mr. Sumpson : I should like to make a short verbal 
report. At your request, sir, | attended the examina- 
tions at the Embankment and also at the Royal Veteri- 
nary College, London. I note that Mr. Villar in his 
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written report makes reference to one examiner examin- 
ing somewhat beyond his border line. I also spoke to 


that examiner and he very courteously and very properly 


said that any student who had been asked any questions 
upon a subject beyond his own border line should not b2 
the sufferer, and I believe that that was carried out. 
With regard to the horses for testing the students’ know- 
ledge in class D, I also agree with Mr. Villar that they 
were, in many instances, not sufficiently lame. 
Although I do not profess myself to be able to detect 
lameness in end horse, I do go so far as to say that I 
certainly should have had some difficulty in deciding as 
to the lameness of some of them in the examination. 
But in that case, also, the examiners, Mr. Hunting and 
Mr. Hicks, made every allowance, and at the suggestion 
of myself, horses that were not sufficiently lame to test 
the early knowledge of a student were at once put back, 
and the students were not marked upon them, so that I 
do not think any student suffered. 

The Secretary: I was requested by the Chairman of 
the D. section to wait upon the gentleman who supplied 
the horses, and he said the matter should have his best 
attention as usual. 

On the motion of Prof. Penberthy, seconded by Prof. 
M’Fadyean, the Examination Committee’s report was 
received. 

Mr. Simpson: There is one paragraph in the Report 
that I am afraid I do not understand, with regard to 
jo examiners in the Fellowship degree not reading a 
thesis. 

Prof. PENBERTHY : As the Chairman of the Committee 

I will try to explain the matter to which Mr. Simpson 
has referred. A communication was received from Mr. 
Hill, the secretary, informing us that a candidate had 
named a certain subject, Soundness in horses, as one for 
his thesis, and it was alleged at the committee meeting 
yesterday that an examiner, or the examiners, said that 
that was an unfit and unsuitable subject and it would 
not be taken. The subject of azoturia was then submitted, 
and that subject was said to be a proper and suitable 
one and one which would be accepted. I happened to 
see one of the examiners for the Fellowship this morn. 
ing, and he showed me Mr. Hill’s communication. 
Mr. Hill will read the letter I think it will clear the 
matter up. It will show that the examiners never re- 
fused to receive any paper. Every paper which has 
been sent in has been examined, and if the Secretary 
will read the letter I think it will show that there is not 
the slightest reason in the world for the subject having 
been introduced to the meeting. 

The Secretary : The subject arose through members 
of Council asking me the question. 

Prof. PENBERTHY : I shall move that the paragraph be 
deleted. 

Prof. M’FapyEaNn: I beg to second that ; I think it 
would be a perfectly unwarranted censure on the exam- 
iners of the Fellowship degree. 

The PrestpEnt : The paragraph is as follows :—“ That 
the Fellowship examiners be informed ‘That in the 
opinion of the Council the Examiners should not refuse 
to examine any thesis submitted for examination.’” . 

Prof. PENBERTHY : My reason for proposing that that 
be deleted i3 that the circumstances described have never 
occurred, and if we pass the pareaneh it would look like 
an unwarranted censure of the examiners. 

_ Prof. Merram: My recollection of the circumstances 
is not exactly on all fours with what Prof. Penberthy has 
said. I have no desire to have any hand in passing a 
vote of censure upon the examiners, but the incident as 
I remember it is something like this. A candidate for 
the examination wrote ant vee & paper on exam- 
ination for soundness would be a suitable thesis for his 
Fellowship, and from what I gather it was suggested 
that it would not be so, and azoturia was suggested in- 


Prof. PeNBERTHY : The candidate suggested azoturia 
himself ; I have seen the letter this morning. 

Prof. Merram: I, therefore, at the Committee merely 
proposed the resolution that the examiners should 
examine a thesis sent in by candidates on any subject 
whatsoever. 

Mr. Barrett: Might I ask who informed the candj- 
date that a thesis on examination as to soundness was 
nota proper subject ? 

The PrEsIDENT : The candidate is reported to have 
asked one of the examiners, and it is reported that that 
examiner stated that it would be fie Aa 

(After a short discussion, in the course of which Prof. 
Penberthy made a short explanation). 

Mr. TricGeR : I understand that the whole thing is a 
misapprehension ; the facts laid before the committe 
have never arisen, and therefore I think we cannot be 
wrong in deleting the paragraph. 

Prof. Penberthy’s m»tion seconded by Prof. M’Fadyean, 
that the paragraph should be deleted, was then put and 
agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. Fraser, seconded by Mr. Lawson, 
the report of the Examination Committee, as amended, 
was adopted. 

Mr. TricGER: I think this would be a convenient 
moment for me to mention that I am sure this Council 
will record with very deep regret the fact that the report 
of the Examination Committee was not presented byits 
usual Chairman, Mr. Mulvey, and I am sure we shall the 
more regret the cause of his absence—his ill health, and 
the fact that he is compelled to winter out of England. 
I know that the Council agree with me that we have no 
more able member of Council than Mr. Mulvey, especially 
on examination matters, of which he is the actual master. 
1 therefore beg to propose that the Secretary write to 
Mr. Mulvey saying how very much we regret his absence 
to-day, and thai we hope to see him with us at our April 
meeting in robust health. 

a RAGG: I have very much pleasure in seconding 
that. 

The resolution was unanimously passed. 


Sus EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


The SECRETARY reported that there were not sufficient 
members present at this Committee to form a quorul, 
and the meeting was adjourned. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Fraser read the report of the Parliamentaly 
Committee held on the 8th January, 1903, of which be 
was Chairman. Two letters were read, which had bee 
referred to the Committee, both urging that steps be 
taken to obtain the return of a member of the College 
Parliament, one letter being from the Eastern Counties 
Veterinary Medical Society, and the other from the South 
Durham ‘and North Yorkshire Veterinary Medica 
Association. Having regard to the resolution , 
the last meeting of Council, the committee begged ® 
report the receipt of the two letters. wad 

he report: having been received,-on the motion 
Mr. Fraser, seconded by Mr. Trigger, it was adop 


CommirrgEs re MEMORIAL TO VETERINARY OFFICE 
AND C.V.S. AnD Fees ro VETERINARY WITNESSES 
METROPOLITAN PoLice CouRTS. 


The SecrETARY reported that there were not sufficient 
members present at these meetings to form a quorum. 


CommitTre Re Bursary FUND. 


Mr. Triccer: This should be nore properly elt 
the Jubilee Memorial and Bursary Fund. You “a 
remember that in the Jubilee year, 1897, a sum of oie 
was collected for the purpose of establishing 4/0" 
Memorial or Bursary Prize. At that time we resold 
Bursary Fund accumulating of £50 a year 00 the 
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tion of the late Professor Walley. In the Jubilee year 
the profession very liberally subscribed something over 
£600, which we added to the Bursary Fund, and a small 
committee was formed of which I was chairman. It was 
resolved that the prize should be a post graduate one, 
but that no bursary should be awarded until the sum of 
£80 had accrued as interest on the capital amount. That 
sum has now rather more than accrued, and therefore [ 
wrote to Mr. Mulvey, as Chairman of the Examination 
Committee, to look into the matter. The Committee 
met yesterday, and this is their report :—-“ 8th January, 
1903, Mr. Trigger inthe chair. The committee reported 
that there is now an accumulation of income in excess of 
the amount available for distribution according to the 


-resolution of the Council, and it is suggested that the 


Principals of Colleges and others should be asked for 
suggestions, and that the matter be adjourned until the 
next Council meeting in order to present a more com- 
plete report.” 

The matter is one of great consideration. J think we 
shall beable to give a prize of certainly £80 or, if our 


rules allow us, of 100 guineas. I have asked the Presi- 


dent, Prof. M’Fadyean, and others if they will try and 
formulate a good scheme to lay before our committee at 
the next meeting, which we hope to present to you at the 
om meeting. I hope that any member of Council 
who has a good scheme will send it in writing to the 
Secretary before the next meeting. We shall be very 
glad to receive suggestions. 

The report having been received, on the motion of Mr. 
Trieger, seconded by Mr. Byrne, it was unanimously 

opted. 


APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY FOR THE BoARD oF 
EXAMINERS IN IRELAND. 


Mr. Byrne: May [ ask if it is within the powers of 
this Council to postpone the election to this office until 
the next meeting of Council in April ? 

The Prestpent: Why ? 

Mr. Byrne: There will be no examination in Dublin 
until next July, and the Secretary to the Board of Exami- 
ners in Ireland will not be required to act until July ; and, 
Owing to a very criminal ignorance of the bye-laws 
of the College on my part, and, I am afraid, a certain 
amount of similar criminal ignorance on the part of my 
colleague, Professor Mettam, I was not aware that it 
Was necessary for applications for the position to be 
lodged 14 clear days before the Council meeting, and 
therefore we are unable to place before this Council the 
name of a gentleman that we very much desire to see 
appointed, who commands the confidence of the Irish 
aeaens, ‘Under these circumstances I would ask 
whether it is within our power that the election should 

postponed until the next meeting of Council in April. 
“an e PRESIDENT : The advertisement in the paper 
al Required, a Secretary to the Irish Section of the 
= of Examiners. The appointment to be yearly, his 
Ps les to consist of preparing for and attending the 
A 10 guineas per annum. 

sen 

or before 14th the Secretary, R.C.V.S., on 
wened ByRng : I beg to move that this election be post- 
a pre the next meeting of Council in April. The 
a — is that as representing the Irish practi- 
ne wish to be afforded an o portunity of express- 
eir behalf, and on my behalf, our sense of the 
tion apem of Mr, James McKenny to fill this. posi- 

on @has been in practice in Ireland for over a 

quarter of a centu 
Domine DENT : I do not think that we can take a 
it, 1 will put it to the v 
“apnot allow a nomination to be made sow. 


BYRNE: Then I 
Postponed until i propose that this election 


Prof. Mettam: I second that. 


Mr. TricGer : I think if we adopt the resolution it 
would be a most dangerous precedent. In the first place 
it would be unfair to the gentlemen who have complied 
with the rules. I would also point out to the gentle- 
man who proposed this resolution that the election is 
only for one year, and if this candidate is really a desir- 


able gentleman it will be open to them to bring him for- 
ward onanother occasion. But I say on the highest 
possible grounds it would be a most dangerous pre- 


cedent not tc proceed with the election, and say that 


we will wait for another man, and let him come in next 
time. 

Prof. M’FapyEAN: It appears to me that there is 
some misapprehension on the part of these two gentle- 
men. They give us to understand that it was owing to 
their ignorance of our bye-laws that they had not nomi- 
nated somebody. It is not required for anybody to 
nominate anyone who wishes to be a candidate. The 
cogent reason would be the ignorance of Mr. McKenny 
of the bye-laws. Did Mr. McKenny not know the bye- 
laws ? or did he not understand that the position which 
was vacant required nobody's nomination. Mr. Me- 
Kenny simply had to apply. 

Mr. Byrne: Professor may possibly know 
more about Mr. McKenny’s thoughts and knowledge 
than I do, and also about those of Prof. Mettam and 
myself. Mr. McKenny did not send in an application 
because he was led to believe by me that if he were 
nominated by me here to-day it would be sufficient. 

The resolution, that the election of the Secretary for 
the Board of Examiners in Ireland be postponed, was 
then put and lost, only two, Messrs. Byrne and Mettam, 
voting in favour. 

The Council then proceeded to the election of Secre- 
tary. Two gentlemen had made application, Messrs. 
Finlay Kerr and H. Carr. 

A ballot was taken with the result that the President 
declared that Mr Finlay Kerr was unanimously elected 
Secretary for the Board of Examiners in Ireland for the 
ensuing year. 


ELEcTION OF AN EXAMINER FOR MEMBERSHIP EXAMI- 
NATION IN Puace or R. Moore. 


The following nominations had been received :— 


Stable Management and Manipulation of Domesticated 
Animals, and Principles of Shoeing.—Class B. 
Candidate. . Nominated by 
Rogerson, F.R.C.V.S. Professor Hobday 


A. Meredith, F.R.C.V.S. J. A. Meredith 
Wm. Cargill-Patrick, F.R.C.V.S., W. J. Mulvey 
J.G. Parr, F.R.C.VS. J. G. Parr 


J. McLauchlan Young, F.R.C.V.S., Mel. McCall 
H. J. Dawes, F.R.C.V.S. R. C. Trigger 
M. H. Hayes, F.R.C.V.S. Wm. Hunting. 
A ballot was taken with the following result :— 
7, Dawes 5, Rogerson 3, Young, Patrick, Parr, 
ayes. 
he Presipent: As no candidate has received an 
absolute majority of the Council, it will be necessary to 
have a further ballot to decide between the two at the 
top of the table, Major Meredith and Mr. Dawes 
Another ballot was taken and resulted as follows :— 
Dawes 13, Meredith 7. 
The PrestpENT declared that Mr. Dawes was elected 
examiner in Stable Management, Class B., in place of 
Vet.-Lieut.-Colonel R. Moore. 


FurtHer BUusINgEss. 


Prof. McI. McCaut: I beg to give notice that it is 
my intention to bring forward in due course at a meet- 
ing of the Council the following alterations of bye-laws 
62, 63, 64, 65, and 67, the alterations to read thus :— 


62.—No student shall be eligible for the first exami- 
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tion until he shall have attended for s e session at a | in reference to the same matter. The Chairman re 


recognised veterinary school the various classes on the ; marked that the result in all cases had been most satis. 


subjects included in Examination A. h 
63.—No student shall be eligible for the second exami- 
nation until he shall have attended for one session at a 
recognised veterinary school the various classes on the 
subjects included in Examination B. . 
64.—No student shall be eligible for the third exami- 
nation until he shall have attended for one session at a 
recognised veterinary school the various classes oa the 
subjects included in Examination C. : 
65.—No student shall be eligible for the fourth exami- 
nation until he shall have attended for one session at a 
recognised veterinary school the various classes on the 
subjects included in Examination D. ; 
67.—No rejected student shall be eligible for re-exami- 
nation at an interval of less than 10 weeks between the 
dates of rejection and re-examination, , 
This concluded the business of the quarterly meeting 
of Council. 


SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


A — meeting of Council was held immediately 
after the quarterly meeting, the same members being 
present as at the previous meeting. 

The only business on the agenda was the following 
notice of motion by Professor M’Fadyean: “To amend 
Rule 10 of the Regulations for the Walley Memorial 
Prize by the omission of the words ‘Four of which must 
be attempted.’” 

Prof. M’FapyEan formally moved the motion, which, 
he said, he thought the Council thoroughly understood. 

Prof. MeTTam seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

The Council then adjourned. 


EXAMINATIONS IN DUBLIN. 


At a meeting of the Board of Examiuers held in 
Dublin on December 12th for the Written, and on 
December the 19th for the Oral, the following passed 
their First Examination : 


Mr. G. J. Bell Mr. T. J. Dieker 


S. Black ©. M. Griffin 

C. J. Clibborn | J. H. Morgan 
E. A. Phipps | A.M. 8S. Rice 


IRISH CENTRAL 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting was held in Turner’s Hotel, Cork, on Tues- 
day, October 28th, 1902. Mr. W. A. Byrne, Roscommon, 
occupied the chair, and the other members present were, 
Messrs. J. F. Healy, Midleton (who acted as Secretary, 
in the unavoidable absence of the Secretary) ; E. o 
Winter, Limerick; E. Wallis Hoare, Cork; W. C 
Patrick, Ballinasloe; W. P. Creagh, Fermoy; W. 
Henderson, Bandon ; P. Donovan Clonakilty ; J. 
Mahony, Cork ; J. Hewson, Killarney ; P. J. Howard, 
Ennis ; James McKenny, Dublin ; W. Hatfield, and W. 
Malone, Agricultural Department. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and signed. 
A number of letters of apology were read from members 
who were unable to attend. 


The CuarrMAN next drew the attention of the meet-. 


ing to the correspondence which had taken place be- 
tween the Veterinary Defence Association and the 
Department of Agriculture, in reference to the clinical 
instruction to be imparted at the Royal Irish Veterinary 
College, and to the results which followed the deputa- 
tions which waited upon the Right Hon. Horace Plunkett 


_| break. This theory he adopted 


factory, as the Department had conceded practically all 
the Defence Association had asked on the condition that 
the members should assist the College as far as neces. 
sary by the supply of patients. Hedid not wish to bear 
all the responsibility for this new scheme at the College, 
and he considered it would be only proper that that 
meeting should pass a resolution approving the scheme, 
and promise to carry out the condition. 

Mr. E. C. WINTER then proposed the following resolu- 
tion, which was seconded by Mr. Howard, and _ passed 
unanimously : “ That this meeting approve the action of 
the Veterinary Defence Association, and view with 
pleasure the fact that the Governors of the Royal Veteri- 
nary College of Ireland have agreed to adopt the sug- 
gestion of the Defence Association ; and we therefore 
pledge ourselves to advance the interests of the Royal 
Veterinary College of Ireland in every possible way.” 


An OUTBREAK OF MAMMITIS IN MAREs. 


Mr. J. F. HEALY brought to the notice of the meeting 
a rather remarkable outbreak of mammitis in mares, 
which occurred in his district during the months of June, 
July, and August. The outbreak was spread over an 
area ten miles square, and affected about twenty-three 
mares, all half breds, whose ages ranged from three to 
seventeen years. The usual symptoms were observed in 
nearly all the cases, which were amenable to treatment 
Such a large outbreak had not previously come under 
his notice, and he was only able to assign a cause in two 
cases, which were due to septic infection. He would 
like to know if any of the members present had had 
experience of such a big outbreak in their district. 

The CuarrMAN thanked Mr. Healy for bringing this 
matter before the meeting as he had shewn a 
example, which, it was to be hoped, would be followed 
by other members in the future. 

Mr. Patrick asked Mr. Healy had there been a0y 
strangles in the district? Or had the water anything to 
do with it. 

Mr. McKeEnny said the outbreak he supposed must 
be attributed to a microbe. It would not be scientific 
unless there was a microbe in the matter. What be 
wished to know was, were all the mares served by the 
same horse ? 

Mr. E. C. Winter asked Mr. Healy if he had avy 
theory himself toadvance? 

Mr. Howarp remarked that of course he had coil 
across many cases of mammitis in mares, but he neve 
could satisfy himself as to the cause of the disease. 

Mr. HEALY, in reply, said there bad been no strangles 
in the district, and the water could not be blamed, % 
the area was too wide. Very few indeed of the mar 
had been served by the same horse. His own theory ¥# 
that the very sudden changes in the temperature, espe 
ally the extremely cold nights experienced during pa" n 
of the months alluded to, was responsible for the 
ecause after carell 
research he had failed to find grounds for any otber, “ 
he knew that cold affected the mammary gland in 
very considerably. 


VETERINARY SURGERY, ITS DEVELOPMENTS 
Luits.—-By E. Hoare, F.R.C.¥: 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,— When your 
Secretary asked me to prepare a paper two di “ 
presented themselves to my mind. The first - 
selection of a suitable subject. The next was to to do 
sufficient time from the routine of daily ee also 
anything like justice to the subject selected. mation 
necessary to make a determined effort 1n the 
of ideas from a cerebrum which is often dull 


cares and anxieties of the business side of oUF 
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Avnet have been made to overcome to some extent 


these difficulties ; whether they are successful or other- 
wise, must be for you to decide. ; 

Few willdeny that inthe present day veterinary sur- 
gery bas advanced to a marked extent. While we 


cannot flatter ourselves that we have succeeded in 


accomplishing such brilliant achievements as those re- 


corded in human surgery, we have the satisfaction of 


knowing that, considering our opportunities and the 
limits of our work, we are progressing in a satisfactory 
manner. 

In considering the progress of surgical work we must 
not be too ready to treat with contempt the views and 
principles of those who have gone before us, or to pay 
no heed to the opinions of those of life long experience 


|-in the —. The junior, fresh from the scientific 
-atmosp 


ere of the lecture room, and replete with the 
modern views of the principles of surgery, is apt 
occasionally to scoff at what he terms the antiquated 
ideas of the old practitioner. He soon learns, however, 
that the teaching of experience cannot be ignored, and 
finds that although old time treatment may not al- 
ways survive the scrutiny of modern scientitic investi- 
gation it often bears the stamp of success. To such we 
‘would say— 

“Tf the wild filly Progress thou would’st stride, 

Have ever young companions at thy side ; 

But would’st thou stride the staunch old mare Success, 

Go with thine elders, though they please thee less.” 


In the march of progress we must never forget that 
“the goal of yesterday will be the starting point of to- 
morrow.” Each year brings forth new developments 
and improvements in veterinary surgery ; we must not 
rest content with our present state of knowledge, but 
take every opportunity to test new methods, and com- 
pare the results with those obtained from our ordinary 
‘course of practice. In judging by results we must not 

too hasty in drawing conclusions, or hold dogmatic 
and egotistical views. 

The opinion and experience of mature practitioners 
‘should receive consideration at our hands, a comparison 
of experience proving a valuable means of improving our 
knowledge. At the same time we should avoid the ten- 
dency to fall into the rut of every-day experience, and we 
should not imagine that'we have as yet reached the 
acme of perfection in our knowledge and practice of 
veterinary surgery. 

I propose to briefly consider the factors that have 
— to produce such marked improvements and 

evelopments in our surgical work. Antiseptic princi- 
ples of treatment must be recognised as one of the most 
r aprteny: factors in this direction. We must admit at 

€ start the difficulty, if not impossibility, of carrying 
ta our work the details of asepsis in operation or 
tend treatment of wounds such as is successfully prac- 
De in human surgery. Even in our own infirmaries, 
“< re nd endeavour to carry out aseptic details as far 
either { €, we know that it is the exception for wounds, 
in r irom operation or otherwise, to heal by what is 
own ° first intention. No doubt in modern text 
whieh elaborate directions are given on this subject 
J — find are impossible to carry out in practice. 
eBorte the ag into the causes that militate against our 

First, thee is direction, we shall find that they are many. 
Operation 61s a difficulty in rendering the area of the 

arge exte bye aseptic. This can be overcome to a 

sing the ak; y thoroughly removing the hair, and clean- 

spas ‘aga with an antiseptic agent ; to be efficacious 
surround; very carefully carried out. Next we have the 
tion table Oh of the pete to consider, Until an opera- 

fulfils the conditions of practical utility 

out asepti "9 cost, is devised, we cannot hope to carry 
bed - Under our present system—a cast- 

» Covered by a canvas sheet, we know only too 


well how difficult it is to avoid contamination of hands, 
instruments, and the site of operation. 

Next, supposing our operation to have been carried 
out in an aseptic manner, how are we to render the 
surroundings of the patient aseptic? Given the most 
improved system of flooring, drainage, and ventilation, 
we must admit that even if we prevent the patient from 
lying down, contamination is apt to occur. Then we 
have to consider the evil effect of tying up a patient 
after a surgical operation, and the difficulty of keeping 
the dressings «z situ on some parts of the body. Next 
comes the after treatment. Unless we dress the wound 
ourselves, can we rely on the attendant to carry out our 
instructions faithfully ? To render hands aseptic, to have 
aseptic appliances and vessels, and to avoid contamina- 
tion of the surgical dressings, are details which in my 
experience cannot be carried out by even the most in- 
telligent veterinary hospital attendant. 

Thus far we have been considering the subject from 
the point of view of the town practitioner with a modern 
infirmary. But in country practice the difficulties are 
largely increased. To render many of the buildings even 
clean would require the advent of another Hercules, 
while to instil ideas of ordinary cleanliness into the 
attendants is a task that we have given up as hopeless. 

But all the difficulties and drawbacks that 1 have 
mentioned should not deter us from endeavouring to 
carry out our surgical work in as aseptic a manner as is 
possible under the circumstances, surgical cleanliness as 
regards hands, instruments, sutures, dressings etc. can be 
easily ensured. There is no excuse for instruments in a 
septic condition, as the process of boiling them can be 
carried out with facility. Instrument trays can be ren- 
dered surgically clean, while a little care will prevent 
contamination of the dressings. If surgical cleanliness 
is not carried out in after treatment this is not our fault ; 
in many cases a little tact will persuade the attendant to 
follow even to a small extent our instructions. 

I may here draw attention to an abuse of disinfec- 
tants that is often carried out, viz., applying them liber- 
ally to a floor teeming with dirt. I once heard it stated 
that the energetic use of a good broom is the best disin- 
fectant for a stable, and I am inclined to agree. First 
let the floor be thoroughly cleaned, then apply the disin- 
fectant. Applying disinfectants to any surface unless 
ordinary cleanliness is first carried out, is simply a cloak 
for neglect. Similar remarks will apply to the use of the 
stable buckets, as vessels for containing antiseptic solu- 
tions in the dressing of wounds. Little or no care is 
exercised in first thoroughly cleaning them, water from 
any convenient place is considered sufficiently pure, and 
then a quantity of disinfectant is poured in, sufficient to 
cause great irritation in the wound. 

The ubiquitous stable sponge—that veritable nest for 
germs—so highly prized for the dressing of wounds by the 
average stable man is, in spite of all our warning, still 
preferred to any substitute that we can offer. We may 
try persuasion, and this failing, we often lose our temper 
and indulge in the liberal use of expletives, but all to no 
effect. In the end we find it more prudent and more 
satisfactory to make the best of our surroundings, and 
try what force of example will do by endeavouring as 
often as possible to dress the wounds ourselves. By so 
doing we shall not only give the attendant a lesson in 
surgical cleanliness, but also teach him not to interfere 
with the natural healing of a wound by rough and med- 
dlesome handling. 

The next great factor in the development of veterinary 
surgery is an improved or. g of general surgical 
principles. The proper drainage of wounds is recognised 
ia the present day. We know from experience that un- 
less proper drainage be secured a favourable termination 
cannot amples 4 nor will the most liberal irrigation 
with antiseptic solutions alter the result. Even in punc- 


tured wounds that may appear trivial on the surface it 
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is necessary to thoroughly explore and enlarge them in a 
downward direction, not only to obtain drainage but also 
for the purpose of thoroughly cleansing them and re- 
moving any foreign body that may be gore In the 
case of extensive wounds drainage must be secured, even 
at the cost of making a large opening in the neighbour- 
hood of important’ structures if necessary. If such be 
neglected serious consequences, such as septicemia may 
result, or sinuses may form, which will prove very 
troublesome at a future date. We must admit that in 
the present day it is the exception to find cases of sép- 
ticeemia arising from wounds under surgical treatment, 
unless such wounds are so extensive and in such a situa- 
tion that it is impossible to obtain effective drainage. 
In the treatment of sinuses, such as fistulous withers, 
poll-evil etc., our knowledge of surgical principles has 
taught us that in order to expect any success our surgery 
must be boldand thorough. Here again proper drainage 
must be secured and the sinuses explored and opened 
up. The time honoured seton in the treatment of such 
cases has, I hope, been dispensed with, also the applica- 
tion of caustics and irritants to the parts. A free open- 
ing of the sinuses and the judicious use of a Volkmann 
spoon to scrape the diseased tissues, constitute the surgi- 
cal — necessary. In the treatment of quittor 
similar remarks would apply. We are now well aware 
of how freely the knife may be used in foot cases with 
successful results. In undertaking the treatment of any 
cases of the above nature we cannot be too careful to be 
thorough in our methods, and having once made up our 
mind to operate we must explore every part of the 
diseased area, otherwise a successful case will not reward 
our efforts. 

It will generally be admitted that the knife is more 
freely used in veterinary surgery of the present day 
than of the past. We have now improved methods of 
arresting hemorrhage, so that setons, the actual cautery, 
escharotics etc. are becoming emblems of the past in 
surgical work. We have now nv hesitation in removing 
tumours, even when located close to important blood- 
vessels. Of course dexterity in operating is only acquired 
by constant practice, surgery being an art as well as a 
science. Nor must we omit to mention the importance 
of a knowledge of surgical anatomy, although the utility 
of this is questioned by some practitioners, usually by 
those who seldom perform operations of a major 
nature. 

In abdominal surgery, if we except ovariotomy and 
operations on canine patients, it cannot be said that much 
advancement has been made. The difficulty, and often 
the impossibility of a correct diagnosis of abdominal 


affections, and serious nature of the lesions, even if diag- 
nosis were possible, the — and unwieldy intestines, | 
their position, and the search necessary to discover the | 
lesions, are some of the factors that stand in the way of | 
abdominal surgery in equine practice. 

Another principle of surgical treatment to which I 
must direct attention is with reference to the indications 
for and applications of poultices in the treatment of 
wounds. In my junior days poulticing was frequently 
resorted to with anything but favourable results in many 
instances. At present, except in cases of punctured 
wounds accompanied by pain and severe inflammation. I 

refer to depend on dry antiseptic dressings. In the 
atter cases no treatnient gives such relief and such good 
results as the judicious employment of poultices. I 
prefer the use of boric lint soaked in hot water and 
covered with oiled silk, to linseed meal, for obvious 
reasons, and having ample experience of its beneficial 
results [ use it altogether. In punctured wounds of the 
foot excessive poulticing is to condemned. After a 
free opening for drainage, the linseed poultice, in which 
is mixed some antiseptic solution, should be applied tor 


a reasonable time. In cases accompanied b i 
and lameness I have seen the results 


the injured part in a tub of cold antiseptic solution, 
while at night carbolic tow soaked in a similar solution 
should be applied. Experience teaches us that the most 
important detail in the treatment of punctured wounds 
of the feet is to enlarge the opening to a proper extentip 
the early stages. This principle is recognised in the pre- 
sent day with the result that quittors are seldom seenas 
compared with former times. 

In the operation of castration, speaking from exper. 
ience better results are obtained in the present > 
Attention to cleanliness and to antiseptic agents, and 
improved methods of operating may be regarded as the 
factors in this direction. It has been said that in conse- 
quence of the after treatment of castration cases itis 
useless anes antiseptic precautions at the time of 


operating. This I do not agree with, but prefer to adopt 
all antiseptic precautions as far as possible. Improved 
instruments enable us to perform the operation by tor- y 
sion with the smallest degree of bruising of the sperma- P 
tic cord, and with safety from hzmorrhage. 1 
Speaking of antiseptic agents, we have a large num- t 
ber to select from at the present time, but it really mat- i 
ters very little which one we employ provided we have g 
efficient drainage of wounds. sg 
The ideal qualities of an antiseptic are, that it have 
sufficient germicidal power, be non-irritating, and practi: p 
cally nontoxic ; I am aware that a large number possest in 
these attributes. Iodoform once so universally used is ne 
now superseded by other agents which have less tendency Ww 
to cause excessive granulations in wounds. In cases of ti 
unhealthy wounds I have found this substance far 
superior to any other. pr 
We have next to consider the influence that the et- de 
ployment of anesthetics has exerted in the advance pa 
ment of veterinary surgery. We may take it that every WC 
practitioner is now aware of the safety of chloroform # 
an anwsthetic for the horse, of the facility with whichit lite 
can be administered, and of the advantages to both pre 
operator and patient from itsemployment. A great error oth 
in administering this agent to the horse is to give al wo 
excessive amount. No doubt in some operations, such pea 
as in abdominal surgery, it is necessary to induce a deep des 
degree of anzesthesia, so as to obviate any chance 0 ope 
muscular movement, but in shorter operations there Is 0° tion 
need to push the administration so far. Experience wil me The 
teach the proper amount necessary in each case, and the HS nar 
precautions to be observed. ; _ of e 
I may state, as the result of a long experience” Bae to( 
chloroform administration to horses, that the and 


perfectly safe, and noskilled assistant is necessary in the 
The best form of apparatus is the pattera 

y Messrs. Krohne and Sesemanpn, London, in which the 
chloroform vapour is diluted with air before reachi0g 
the inhaler ; the latter being of large size ard admitting 
plenty of air. But even under more crude methods ¢ 
administration I have never yet come across 4 — 
death asthe result of chloroform ia the horse. ao vol 
ments in destroying horses with this agent has taug 
that horses are very resistant to its toxic effects. , 
ing these facts before us I cannot imagine ¥?) 
operations of a painful nature are not performed W! ‘Time 
animals under the influence of an anzsthette. that 
will not permit me to notice the trivial objection, |. 
have been raised against the use of chloroform is dare 
to say in the face of facts they will not hold good, a 
not acquainted with the subject. - vetefi 

I shall next consider some improvements ry devel? 

nary instruments that have tended to assist am! 
our surgical work. Of course the most impo a vd bY 
provements are those which have been my sul 
practitioners. Others we have copied from DU 
gery, and very useful they have proved to 0 forms o 
ments for ligaturing blood vessels, 7.¢ gee of per 
artery forceps, have now reached a hig — Doyea’ 
fection. I may mention the pattern know? 
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S - ing in the horse. 


useful in the excision of tumours, while skin retractors 


direction. 


tome and also an obstetome by the same'inventor. 
dental surgery, the Huish Mouth Gag, with the latest 


jaws is an indispensible instrument. I have found it 


i 
© patient is restored to utility for work all our efforts 


hein 
Done 8 clever and paid accordingly. As we know to our 
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and’the large size known as Grieg Smith’s. With these 
the largest vessels can be secured with facility. Then 
we have the various forms of dissectors, which prove so 


and'tumour hooks give us valuable aid in a similar 


As instruments of great practical value invented by 
an Irish practitioner I may mention McKenny’s Tracheo- 


In operations about the mouth and throat, also for 
improvements in the form of a screw lever to open the 
of great value in passing the probang in cases of chok- 


Another modern instrument deserves our attention, 
thatyis the Thermo cautery patented by Mr. Beach. 
This works with facility in both line and point firing, 
and enables us to dispense altogether with the hot iron. 
Very neat work can be done with it, and the firing can 
be carried out as severely as required. The instrument 
is‘a vast improvement on former patterns, and we are 
glad to observe that the patentee is a veterinary 
surgeon. 

For operations on the horse’s foot, we have now im- 
proved forms of knives which greatly facilitate our work 
In this direction, and experience teaches us that it is 
necessary to be expert in this department of surgery, as 
- cannot depend on the farrier to carry out our direc- 

ions. 

There is still a large field open for further im- 
provements in veterinary instruments, and I have no 
doubt but that in the future we shall see inventions 
i that wiil prove of marked assistance in surgical 
work, 

_I must not omit to mention the part that veterinary 
literature has taken in the development of surgery. We 
profit from reading the experiments and experience of 
others, of their success and their failures. Of modern 
works on veterinary surgery a large number are now ap- 
pearing. In these, there is a tendency to give elaborate 
descriptions of _the various methods of performing 
operations, but if we look to them for definite informa- 
tion on any point, I regret to state that we fail to find it. 

here is room for an original work on operative veteri- 
nary surgery, which should be written by a practitioner 
ro Greemuenee, one who is not compelled to have recourse 
7 pee peg: authorities. I would welcome such a work, 

nd feel sure it would have a large circulation. There is 
ar too great a tendency to look up to continental pro- 

‘ssors, and ignore the opinions of British veterinary 
authorities in matters of surgery. 
an no doubt but that the British veterinary sur- 
on are just as capable of performing operations as 
hide — ns Continent ; the difference is that they often 
mor Semen ight under a bushel, while the Continental 
ae rs are sure to have their experiments translated 

veterinary periodical. 

ing surgery will form the conclud- 

tion that a this paper. It is hardly necessary to men- 

element mpared with human surgery a commercial 
enters into our work. no other words unless 


are 
teas and oh and instead of obtaining credit for our exer- 
Useless in ill, we are blamed for putting the owner to 
alive, as t nse. If the human surgeon keeps his patient 
being lu’ Tesult of his treatment, he is credited with 


lower if Uneration in our work is calculated on a far 
appens to be a miserable basis. In case the patient 

ven in gu useless for work it has to be destroyed. 

Ccessful cases we are not paid in anything 


like th ‘ 
in itself re © proportion as the human surgeon. This 


general practitioner finds that other work pays him 
better, and so is not anxious to undertake operations 
that are risky, both as regards results and remuneration. 

However, such drawbacks should not deter us from 
endeavouring to improve the position and developments 
of veterinary surgery. Perhaps in the future our efforts 
maybe better rewarded. It is no easy matter to decide 
whether, in a serious case, necesssitating a long course 
of treatment the animal will be worth the expense in- 
volved, or even be of any value afterwards. In such 
cases hasty opinions should be avoided, and the owner 
should be made to understand that, although we do our 
best, the unexpected may often happen. Again, there 
are ——- which from ao fault of the practitioner 
may lead to unforseen complications, and sequels. We 
know of sufficient instances where apparently hopeless 
cases have been ordered to be destroyed, but by the 
irony of the fate they have recovered in »ther hands. 
Hence, in deciding that cases are beyond the limits of 
surgical treatment we should be very guarded in giving 
our opinion ; it is far safer to err by treating what may 
turn out to be a hopeless case than to order the destruc- 
tidn of one which may ultimately recover. The “ No cure, 
no pay ” system is not one to be recommended, for many 
reasons, nevertheless it gives us opportunities for under- 
taking operations that we would not otherwise obtain. 
It sometimes proves an expensive one, as we run the 
risk of having a useless animal left on our hands, and 
getting no remuneration for his keep or the expenses in- 
volved. 

There is one advantage that the surgical side of our 
calling possesses over the medical, and it is this. The 
most ardent popular veterinary lecturer cannot teach his 
pupils even the elements of surgical work. He may try 
to teach them the treatment of diseases, and the inocu- 
lation for black quarter, but so far as the use of the 
scalpel is concerned tuis will remain « sealed book to 
them, and we hope it will so continue. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I must thank you for the 
patient attention you have accorded to what I fear has 
roved a tedious discourse. Should I succeed in stimu- 
ating a discusion on any of the points mentioned [ shall 
feel that my efforts have been amply rewarded. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Discussion. 
Mr. McKenny thanked Mr. Hoare for the very in- 
teresting paper, but was sorry that he could not alto- 
gether agree with all it contained. He considered anti- 
septic treatment was overdone by some practitioners, 
and when carried too far it was absurd. They heard a 
lot of talk about microbes at the present day but if the 
microbes were left alone they would keep each other 
quiet. He did not approve of the use of the chloroform 
for castration, but he agreed with Mr. Hoare as to the 
use of poultices. 
Mr. E. C. WinTER said that they owed a deep debt 
of gratitude to Mr. Hoare, whose paper, while being a 
very able one, was written in simple language, which 
made it all the more enjoyable to listen to. He was glad 
to be able to say that he agreed with most of the 
opinions in the paper. With regard, however, to the 
antiseptic treatment he was with Mr. McKenny. He 
considered that cold water was most efficacious. He 
did not use antiseptics in castrating colts. In these 
cases, the only trouble he had was that the wounds gener- 
ally healed too quickly. In poll evil c. he found that 
a radical operation was always the best. Don’t be afraid 
to take good tissue, so long as you take the bad tissue. 
Poultices .he considered were rather overdone, and 
certainly they were a mistake for joint wounds. He 
only used chloroform in major operations, and not for 
castrations. 
Mr. Patrick agreed with Mr. Winter’s cold water 
treatment. As for castration he did not use chloroform 


great bar to that enthusi i ’ 
f enthusiasm which is neces 
“ary for the advancement of our surgical work; the 


and always performed the standing operation. 
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Mr. Howarp, after thanking Mr. Hoare for his very 
able paper, said that as a scientific body he would not 
like it to go forth from that meeting that they were 
more or less indifferent to the antiseptic treatment. He 
looked upon the standing operation for castration as 
acrobatic surgery. During the past gpason for these 
operations he had used chloroform, and ky was sv pleased 
with the results that he would continue{to use it. 

Mr. Heaty, on thanking Mr. Hoare, said that he 
agreed with the opinions expressed in the paper. Half 
the diseases in the country were attributable to the 
dirty hands of attendants. On most of the materials 
from which poultices were usually mode there was a lot 
of foreign matter, and the poultices then did more harm 
than good. He found that white turnips made an 
excellent poultice. 

Mr. Donovan, Mr. Henderson, and Mr. Mahony also 
joined in the discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN thought that the importance of anti- 
septics was greatly exaggerated. Their satisfactory use 
in country practice, the maintenance of those aseptic 
conditions on which successful surgery undoubtedly de- 
pended, was difficult if not impossible. He thoroughly 
approved of the use of chloroform and would use it 
always, only in the country it was not possible owing to 
the unfavourabie conditions under which the country 
practitioner had to work. However, he believed in its 
use in all castration cases. Surgical instruments had 
greatly improved, but there was still a large field left for 
invention. He was sorry that in veterinary literature 
they had to depend for their text book on Continental 
writers. He considered they had men quite as capable 
of writing standard works in these countries, but the 
same encouragement was not given to them as was given 
by foreign governments. 

Mr. Hoakg, in replying, said that the use of antisep- 
tics and chlorofcrm were the two points that stood out in 
the discussion. Judging by some of the remarks made 
in reference to the use of chloroform, it might be thought 
that its successful use was a herculean task. He thought 
less of its eens than the actual operation, and he 
always used it, with the greatest possible success. With 
respect to antiseptics he admitted he was an enthusiast, 
but it was the very success which he achieved by their use 
that made him an enthusiast. He believed in them 
thoroughly. As for cold water it could not be called an 
antiseptic, and the standing operation in castration was 
not surgery at ail, at least in his opinion. Instead of 
chloroform he used ether when operating on dogs. For 
firing horses he found the thermo-cautery a vast im- 
provement on the old firing irons, though its use might 
prove very expensive for country practitioners. There 
was no doubt that the old style of mouth gag was dan- 
gerous, but those made with the new handle were per- 
fectly safe. The idea that country gelders were as suc- 
cessful as veterinary surgeons was utterly absurd. They 
did not hear of all the cases that died under these men’s 
oon though they frequently had to treat cases after 

em. 

Mr. E. C. Winter proposed, and Mr. McKenny secon- 
= -" vote of thanks to the Chairman, and the meeting 
ended. 


The Auxiliary Forces. 

Vet. Lieut.-Col. J. A. Nunn, C.LE., D.S.O.. Deput 
Director-General, A.V.D., will give a "course of aoe 
on the following subjects to the members of the Inns of 
Court Mounted Infantry, of which he is honorary veteri- 
nary officer :—January 14, air, food, water, exercise ; 
January 21, stubles, stable management, grooming : 
January 28, orses in camp ; February 4, shoeing ; Feb. 
11, saddlery ; Feb. 25, points of the horse ; March 4and 11, 


veterinary first aid in accidents and sudden illness.— The 
Times, 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 & 1896, 


SumMaky or Returns, WEEK ENDING JAN. 10, 1903, 


Swine Anthrax. Glanders. Rabies, 
Fever. 
Outbreaks 42 . 14 23 ~ 
Attacked 249 19 47 _ 


Norte.—In the detailed returns we find under the head- 
ing—“ Animals which remained diseased at the end of 
previous week,” eight glandered horses in the Isle of 
Ely. Turning back to the returns for Jan. 3rd. we find 
these eight horses again, so that in the Year of Grace 
1903, when everybody knows what mallein is, glandered 
horses are permitted to live week after week with the 
knowledge of the Board of Agriculture. 


DAMAGES FOR SLANDER AND ASSAULT. 


Sheriff Lee has issued his judgment in the action 
raised in the Arbroath Sheriff Court by Thomas Bell, 
V.S., Muirdrum, near Arbroath, against Robert Taylor, 
tenant of the farm of Pitlivie, near Carnoustie, and his 
son William Taylor. Pursuer claimed £200 dam 
for slander and assault, and £50 damages against Wil- 
liam Taylor for assault. The interlocutor and note in 
the action against Robert Taylor, which fully explain 
the circumstances, are as follows :—- 

Arbroath, 9th January, 1903.—The Sheriff-Substitute, 
having made avizandum with the proof, productions, and 
whole cause, finds in fact that the pursuer is a veteri- 
nary surgeon, practising in Forfarshire ; that at the end 
of July, 1902, he was called in by the defender to attend 
a Shorthorn bull which had met with an accident ; that 
on Wednesday, 30th July, 1902, the defender, in the 
bull’s loose-box at his farm of Pitlivie, and in the pre 
sence and hearing of persons specified in the condescen: 
dence, stated that pursuer had been drinking, that he 
was not capable of attending to his work, and that be 
(the defender) wondered why people employed the pur 
suer ; that the said statements implied that the pursuer 
was intoxicated and unfit for the duties of his profes 
sion ; that they were false and calumnivus, and calculated 
to injure the pursuer in his profession, in his character, 
and in his feelings ; finds in law that the defender 's 
liable to the pursuer in damages ; fixes the amount of the 
same at £25, and decerns and ordains the defender 
make payment to the pursuer of the said sum of £2 
sterling ; finds the defender liable in expenses ; allows the 
pursuer to lodge an account thereof, and remits the samé 
to the Auditors of the Court to tax and report. 

(Signed) Bremner P. LEE. 


_ His Lordship’s interlocutor in the action against Wil- 
liam Taylor are as under :— 


Arbroath, 9th Jan., 

The Sheriff-Substitute, having made avizandum W! 
the cause, finds in fact that the pursuer is a —— 
surgeon practising in Forfarshire ; that on 27th = 
1902, he was called in by the defender, Robert bey 
or his servants, to attend a Shorthorn bull, which “ 
mec with an accident ; that on 30th July, the bull “a 
ing become suddenly worse, the said defender or — 
vants sent several times for the pursuer, who me the 
tually brought to the bull’s loose-box by a S00 
defender, Robert Taylor, who professed to be acting 
his father’s orders ; that before his arrival the serv!" 
another veterinary surgeon had been obtained, oo 
defender, Robert Taylor, ordered the pursuer to lea isged 
premises ; that the pursuer demurred to being = ra 
without some explanation ; that thereupon the be 
William Taylor, who was present, without 
the other defender, who was proprietor of the y fender, 
said that he would put him out ; that the said 4¢ 
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William Taylor, then took off his coat and assaulted the 
pursuer by sei 
eject him, twice throwing him to the ground ; and that 
the pursuer thereby sustained the injuries to his person 
and clothing specified on record ; finds further in fact 
that the defender, Robert Taylor, had no — in the said 
assault, and only interfered to separate the pursuer and 
the other defender when they were in grips on the floor ; 
finds in law that the facts stated do not constitute an 


assault by the defender Robert Taylor ; and that the de- 


fender William Taylor, having assaulted the pursuer to 
his loss and damages, is liable to him therefor ; fixes the 
amount of the damages at £10 ; therefore, assoilzies the 


~ defender Robert Taylor, and decerns and ordains the 


defender William Taylor to make payment to the pur- 
suer of the said sum of £10; finds the defender William 
Taylor liable to the pursuer in expenses ; allows the pur- 
suer to lodge an account thereof, and remits the same to 
the auditors of Court to tax and report ; finds no expen- 
ses due to or by the defender Robt. Taylor. 

(Signed) BREMNER P. LEE. 


Personal. 


Mr. F. D. Bray, M.R.C.V.S., Marden, Kent, who was 
operated upon for appendicitis, November 30th, is now 
convalescent. 


A Veterinary Councillor. 
Cromac, (Betrast). Number of electors, 4,232. 
Candidates :—James Grege, 2 Victoria Square, and 
Ardenvohr, Woodstock Road, veterinary surgeon ; 
and George M’Cracken, 13 Ann Street, solicitor. 


~ Result: Gregg, 1,149. M’Cracken, 694. 


After the declaration of the poll, 

_ Councillor Gregg said he had great pleasure in propos- 
ing that their best thanks be given to the presiding 
officer and his assistants for the very efficient way in 
which they had carried out their duties. He also thanked 
the electors of Cromac Ward for returning him, and he 
would endeavour to carry out the promises he had made 
to the best of his power. He was grateful to Mr. 
M’Cracken for the manner in which he had fought that 
contest—nothing was said or done to give offence, and 
the whole election was conducted in a most gentlemanly 
fashion. (Applause).— Belfast News Letter. 


Appointment of a Sheep Seab Inspector. 


The. West Riding County Council is about to appoint 
a special veterinary inspector to deal with sheep scab. 
= Committee’s choice 1a8 fallen on Mr. George William 
er, FRCS. He is to havea retaining fee of £50 

wah /? a guinea a day when engaged, with expenses. 


iw, 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 
Extract from London Gazette : 
War Orrice, Patt Matt, Jan. 16. 


qMPERIAL YEoMANRY IN SoutH AFRICA. 
quishes F. S. Clay, veterinary officer, relin- 
rank of Vet, commission, and is granted the honorary 
Mission te ety Lieutenant in the Army, with per- 
—’n to wear the uniform of the corps. 


OBITUARY. 
Friedbc mise, Was announced last December of Dr. 
Veteringe in the Munich High School of 
contributy lcine. He was well known by his many 
his work - ra veterinary literature, andj especially by 
of the Domest he Special Pathology and Therapeutics 
*sticated Animals,” which he published in 


| collaboration with Professor Froehner, of Berlin, and of 
izing hold of him, and in the attempt to’ which the second editivn has been translated into French 


by Professors Cadiot and Ries, and the fourth edition 

into English by Capt. Hayes, and a pirated edition from 

o oo translation into English by an American, 
of. Zuill. 


Mrs. Sairn, wife of Mr. G. Smith, the well known 
veterinary surgeon, died at her home, Tunstall, on Sun- 
day afternoon, 18th inst.—7he Staffordshire Sentinel. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


OLD AND NEW. 
Sir, 


Almost alone stood Mr. Alexander Pottie and myself 
among those who dared to doubt the transmissibility of 
tuberculosis from bovines to man, or allowing that it 
might be posszble, declined to believe that tuberculosis 
would decline in this country at the same time that the 
working classes had doubled their purchases of milk and 
ar ig to bring up their babes without the natural 

ottle. 

Mr. Pottie was ridiculed as the “Cock o’ the North,” 
and I was dubbed a hopeless old fossil, but now— 
“stands tuberculosis where it did”? Your leading 
article is surely a sermon on the folly of being led by the 
nose by any person, however eminent and justly dis- 
tinguished. British veterinarians held a higher place in 
theesteem of those who had valuable animals tv treat 
before we were so highly educated in the use of the 
microscope, and I should like to ask some of our 
younger men whether they cannot retrieve our position 
by the study of therapeutics, and other long neglected 
subjects, which make the veterinarian something more 
useful than a watche: who notes the course and develop- 
ment of disease, and finally sends in a bill for looking on. 

The profession, slavishly following the medical, cried 
out for legislation of a character ruinous to cow keepers 
and to dairymen generally ; but our non-scientific govern- 
ment has proved wise in its day and generation, by 
adopting a wait a-bit policy, and turning a deaf ear to 
the great majority who shouted for absurd and panic 
like measures. Other countries, acting instantly on 
the advice of the laboratory men, passed regulations 
which have had to be withdrawn. Even our American 
kinsmen rushed into ‘the tuberculin business “ bald- 
headed,” but they were the first to cry out against the 
“tyranny of the veterinarian and his squirt gun.” 

Having made ourselves more or less ridiculous in 
connection with tuberculosis we are in danger—under 
the leadership of my esteemed friend, Mr. Gray—of 
making a similar bungle over distemper vaccines. 

Little men will watch this battle of the giants with 
great interest, and whichever proves to be right the pro- 
fession will be the gainer, as we shal] most of us wait 
now before recommending our clients to have their 
pups vaccinated. I am feeling sorry for myself for hav- 
ing gone wrong to the extent of purchasing a special 
syringe and the two vaccines ; but on the appearance of 
letters in your valuable journal I allowed vaccination 
promises to “lapse” like the ultimatum of a famous 
statesman, and, like him, regretted ever having made it. 

We have not only lost our “insularity” in respect of 
pathology, but—again, like the medicos—taken up all 
sorts of German synthetical compounds vaunted by 
German professors for a time, to the neglect of remedies 
of which we had some slight knowledge. Any veaders 
who will ask their chemists about this will be told that 
they have constantly to stock new synthetical compounds 
with unspeakable names, but after using a few doses, or 
dispensing perhaps a single prescription, have the rest left 
as dead stock on their hands, A short time since I put 
out afeeler on the subject through Zhe Chemist and 


Druggist and some clever cartoonist next week produced 
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in that me a picture of a chemist standing amid the 
ruins of hundreds of packages of things for which there 
would never be any use. “ may say that every one of 
these so-called therapeutic agents came into the world 
with eminent professors standing as sponsors for them. 
Great German authorities gave their imprimaturs, and 
any number of hospital surgeons, and men in positions 
to know, endorsed the recommendations of the eminents. 
All the little men joined in the shout, as they did when 
the supremacy of Diana of the Ephesians was thought 
to be in danger. 

As it was then, so it is now. But we British men and 
women have for centuries been a peculiar people, and 
with all our insularities have made more sound progress 
than the Continental neighbours we have of late so fool- 
ishly and blindly followed to our undoing. We keep 
telling one another that we are hopelessly behind 
other nations until we believe it ourselves; Weare not. 
We were a little more cautious than others, and there- 
fore not always to the front before things were proved, 
but I say that in solid progress we were in advance of 
the Continent. Let me point to sanitation in its common 
meaning as an example. When all the great towns of 
Britain had already carried out large schemes of drain- 

e, thirty years ago and more, I swear to having seen 
slop pails containing solid feeces emptied into the street 
gutters of Cologne, and to the general custom in the 
small towns like Boppard and Bingen, of having an open 
tub sunk in the back yard for human beings to stand 
over and defecate. It was no fancy picture of any conti- 
nental town 30 or 40 years ago to say of them as Cole- 
ridge said of Cologne. 


“Cclogne, that city of monks and bones, and hags 
and rags and hideous wenches, 

I counted two and seventy well defined and separate 
stenches.” 


It is only in this generation that the continent has 
learned from us to drain its towns and make decent 
roads. Let us by all means carefully consider every sug- 
gestion, weigh every opinion, experiment with every 
therapeutic agent, no matter from whom or from where 
it comes, but don’t let us blindly follow anything simply 
because it is “made in Germany.” Our fathers acted on 
Paul’s advice to “prove all things, hold fast that which 
is good” and just in proportion as we have been willing 
to accept the statements of continental experts as gospel, 
instead of waiting to prove them, have we gone astray 
and lost caste with the public. 

OLD OBADIAH. 


PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION. 


ir 

I do not think this question should be allowed 
to rest in the position it now occupies. By a small 
majority our Council unhappily declined its aid in bring- 
ing this subject into pore prominence. Why, it would 
be difficult to tell and useless to enquire. As far as the 
present Council is concerned the matter is settled. Is 
the profession satisfied with the action of its Council. I 
am quite convinced that it is not. I have spoken to 
many veterinary surgeons from different parts of the 
country about it and made this curious discovery. ‘The 
Council is antagonistic, or at best a athetic, while the 
profession is warmly sympathetic. ff I am correct in 
my diagnosis these varying symptoms are difficult to 
reconcile. Why should we find such difference of view 
from within the Council to that which is obtained from 
without? I do not know, and there I must leave it. 

In the Council the majority exercises its ingenuity in 
raising objections and creating difficulties. Some are 
even so sorely pressed that in the absence of arguments 
they resort to ridicule—always an evidence of weak- 
ness. Outside the Council nothing but approval, and a 


willingness to co-operate heartily in any reasonable way 


to reach the desired end. Witness the resolution passed 
by the North of England Veterinary (why all ow 
associations call themselves Medical I never can tell) 
Association, also Mr Gofton’s timely and emphatic 
speech. 

The financial aspect to which the Editor of this paper 
referred last week deserves a word or two. Assuming 
that there are, in round numbers, 3000 veterinary sur. 
geons resident in this country. it means a contribution 
of 2/- to 3/- each per annum to return and maintain 4 
veterinary surgeon in Parliament. Will any sensible 
man contend that the profession would refuse to invest 
so small a sum to obtain so great an advantage. ()r 
take another plan. I[ think there are about twenty-five 
veterinary associations in the kingdom. Twelve pounds 
per annum from each would be sufficient with the 
tribute from those who are not members of any Associx 
tion to meet all the necesssary expenses. Surely this is 
not a large sacrifice to make. We are not a wealthy 
body of men but many callings in this country who 
members are far less affluent than we make much 
greater sacrifices than this. What then can the profes: 
sion do to enable it to accomplish its purpose! Just 
what the above Association suggests in its resolution: 
make the subject atest question at the next election of 
members of Council. 

There will in all probability be ten or twelve candi: 
dates for seats on the Council. Vote for those, and those 
only, who desire to see a veterinary surgeon in Parlia- 
ment and whe promise to assist in creating a scheme 
to attain that end. Ifthe profession says at the poll we 
do not want to see a veterinary surgeon in the Hous 
of Commons, then let the matter drop for the present 
at any rate. If, on the other, it says we do, and returgs 
eight men of similar convictions, then the Council would 
naturally and reasonably take steps to carry out the 
expressed wishes of the profession. 

Br Albans, Jan. 19. J. FRASER. 


- “ DESCRIBED AS A VETERINARY SURGEON.” 
ir, 
With reference to the report published in the currea! 
number of The Veterinary Record (doubtless copied from 
the daily press) of a charge of larceny against Philip 
Herbert Scott, “Veterinary Surgeon,” permit me ! 
point out that this man is not a member of our profes: 
sion and had no right to describe himself as a veterinaty 
surgeon. 
The robbery took place two months ago during ™ 
absence on a professional round, but the prisoner 
arrested, charged, and remanded during my unavolda 
absence at Cannes, otherwise I should not have allow 
his erroneous description of himself to pass unchallen ~ 
[ regret the wide publicity that the daily press 
given to this error, and I trust my colleagues will acc?? 
this explanation on my behalf.— Yours nee. 


SavouRNI. 
62 Long Lane, West Smithfield. 
January 21st. 


[The ‘erroneous description” is not cleared 4 
man is not a M.R.C.V.S.—What is he ?—Eb.) 


If the 


Communications, Books, AND PAPERS necerveD.— 
W. Gillam, W.Caudwell, J.J. Vahey, y 
Taylor. atist 
Jrnl. of Comp. Med. & Vet. Arch, (Phila. Nov.) 
on Surgical Therapeutics, by P. J. Cadiot and J. YAS Farne 
A. Liautard; The Nottingham Evening News. Jan. I 
and Stockbreeder, American Vety. Review (en), G. Hobdy, 
Messrs. H. C. Reeks, C. W. Townsend, F. T. ig. 
J, Fraser, L.Savournin, E.L. Stroud, W- 
Revue Générale de Médecine Vétérinaire rac 
Gloucestershire Chronicle, Eastern Evening News. Jan. 2 
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